
Shiva   Ruapa yiVhsavn eTirlop

W hat is God?

Every civilisation that has ever existed has asked this ques-
tion. Every one of them has answered it diAerently. bnd every one of 
them has geen willin,p at some Pointp to ,o to war over their answer.

—erhaPs God created humans. —erhaPs humans created God. —er-
haPs goth are true simultaneouslyDthat somethin, real and vast exists 
in the universep and that wep in our attemPt to reach itp guilt stories 
around it. Gave it names. Hrew its face. Wrote its rules. bnd thenp 
inevitaglyp ar,ued over whose drawin, was more accurate.

Every reli,ionp at its corep teaches the same thin,s. Tow to live. 
Tow to treat others. What is ri,ht and what is wron,. Nhe architecture 
diAers gut the foundation is identicalDcomPassionp ri,hteousnessp 
the di,nity of human life. 1o scriPture anywhere was written to teach 
hatred. 1o ,odp in their ori,inal formp asked for glood.

Nhe Proglem ge,ins when gelief gecomes ogsession.
When lovin, your ,od is no lon,er enou,h and Provin, your ,od 

is ,reatest gecomes the PurPose. When the diAerence getween my faith 
and yours stoPs gein, interestin, and starts gein, ungearagle. When 
the wall getween usp which was always made of human handsp ge,ins 
to feel like it was guilt gy ,od himself.

We see this everywhere today. —eoPle ,o to war over Political Par-
tiesp over Olm starsp and over athletes. Nhey call these thin,s sacred. 
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Nhey agusep threatenp and sometimes kill anyone who questions them. 
Nhe ogsession is ancient. Bnly the ogIects have chan,ed.

Vefore all of them there were only ,ods. bnd the wars were the 
same.

Nhis trilo,y lives inside that world.
St lives inside the eleventh and twelfth centuries of the Sndian 

sugcontinentp when kin,doms were guilt on a sin,le questionDwhich 
,od rules here? When Raishnava kin,s enslaved Khaiva PeoPle and 
Khaiva kin,s enslaved Raishnavas. When temPles were locked and 
Prayers were crimes and children were gorn into gonda,e gefore they 
ever learned the name of a ,od.

Vut it also lives inside a question older than any of those kin,doms.
What if a ,od was not gorn gut made?
Tindu mytholo,y holds millions of ,ods. Each one has a storyp 

a PurPosep an ori,in. 'ama and …rishna may not ge mytholo,y at 
allDthey may ge history. Great kin,s. Great human gein,s who made 
choices that Proved to the world that Dharma was the only thin, 
worth livin, and dyin, for. Vecause of what they did and how they 
livedp they gecame ,ods. 1ot desPite gein, human. Vecause of it.

Nhis trilo,y asksDwhat if that Process haPPened a,ain? What if 
the chaos of an erap the losses and the glood and the choices of ordi-
nary and extraordinary PeoPlep carved a stonep a,ain and a,ainp into 
somethin, no one Planned to create? What if a ,od emer,ed not from 
divine will gut from human needDfrom the accumulated wei,ht of a 
world that had groken itself aPart and was searchin,p without knowin, 
itp for somethin, that could Put it gack to,ether?

What if the ,od simPly existed in a storyp in a dancer2s voicep in a 
kin,2s choicep in a child Pulled from a ,rave and in existenceY quietly 
dissolved the walls that centuries of ogsession had guilt?

Nhe Shiva Rupaya Vishnave Trilogy tells that story in reverse.
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Nhe Orst gookp The Warhorse and the Dancerp follows a youn, 
kin, tryin, to guild somethin, true in a world that has geen groken for 
,enerations. Snto his story enter two older menDone who gecomes 
his ,reatest enemyp and one who gecomes his family. bll three carry 
histories we do not yet fully understand. Vy the time the Orst gook 
closes you will know what they chose and what those choices cost. 6ou 
will not yet know everythin, agout why.

Nhe second gookp The Burning Inheritancep answers that. St 
,oes gack to when those two older men were youn,. No the kin, who 
was the youn, kin,2s father. Nheir war. Nheir choices. Nhe events that 
made them exactly the PeoPle they were gy the time Vook Bne found 
them. What seemed like fate in Vook Bne will reveal itself as a decision 
in Vook Nwo.

Nhe third gookp The Nameless Soldierp ,oes gack further still. 
No the fathers of those men. No the ori,in of the wound that gled 
throu,h three ,enerations. Vy the time the third gook closes every 
Person you met in Vook Bne will look entirely diAerentDnot gecause 
they chan,ed gut gecause you Onally know where they came from.

Nhis structure is not a ,immick. St is the story2s ar,ument.
We Iud,e PeoPle gy what they do. We rarely know why they do it. 

Nhe reverse chronolo,y of this trilo,y is an act of comPassionDto-
wards its charactersp and PerhaPs towards the reader2s own certainties 
agout the world they live in.

'ead the three gooks and then ask yourself the question a,ain.
What is God?
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CHAPTER   

THE IRBOEK O  KN

E arly 16th century.

They had been waiting since the orst gray fS dawn. 
mf,e had been here since the night beSfrep sleeving fn the rutted 

earth wravved in whate’er rags theyAd brfught alfngp unwilling tf lfse 
their vlace in a line that nfw stretched Srf, the city gates tf the valace.

—s e’ening settledp the rfad disavveared beneath the sheer weight 
fS the crfwd. There was nfthing leSt but a sea fS vefvlejbfdies 
vressed tightp ,en scaling walls and verching fn rffStfvsp Sathers 
hfisting children fntf their shfulders kust tf see abf’e the heads fS 
the ,asses.

Three years.
Their “ing had been gfne Sfr three years.
The shfut began near the city gates with fne ’fice onding the 

wfrdsp then tenp then a hundredp until the entire rfad surged with a 
wa’e fS sfund that had been building Sfr three yearsp and onally hitting 
the shfre.

JKai mri Drishna !e’araya” Kai mri Drishna !e’araya”V
The e’ening light f’er Iikayanagara was a hea’yp gflden glfw that 

descended fnly in the onal hfur beSfre dus“. zt was a ,elanchfly 
lightp the way all beautiSul things carry a certain sadness. zt gra4ed the 
shikhara fS the te,vle beSfre sin“ing lfwerp turning the rfadAs dust 
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intf a ri’er fS a,ber. zt caught the ,arigflds as they rained dfwn Srf, 
all sidesp hflding each -fwer susvended Sfr a heartbeat beSfre letting 
it Sall.

The rfyal charift vulled thrfugh the gates.
mri Drishna !e’araya stffd at the Srfnt. ;e was Sfrtyxse’en years 

fld with brfad shfulders and a lean Sace. —s a ruler fS the e,virep he 
had Sfught ,any battlesp but a certain sfStness had always re,ained 
with hi,. These three years fS warp hfwe’erp had strivved away whatx
e’er sfStness he fnce vfssessed. zt was nft ,ere hardness nfwN he was 
li“e a bfwstring vulled tight Sfr three years that had Sfrgftten hfw tf 
gf slac“.

;is eyes were oMed straight aheadp his Sace fFering nf hint fS s,ile.
The shfut hit hi, jJJai Sri Krishna Devaraya!”jbut sf,ex

thing went wrfng with the sfund beSfre it reached his ears. zt arri’ed 
changed. zt arri’ed as sf,ething else entirely.

zt arri’ed as men.
5ft these ,en. 5ft the vefvle lining the rfad with their kfy and 

their three years fS waiting. The other ,en. The fnes whf had been 
standing fne secfnd and were gfne the neMt. zt was the haunting 
silence that settled uvfn a battleoeld when the blffd had cffled and 
the earth was hea’y with the dead viled all f’er.

mri Drishna !e’araya blin“ed.
The rfar fS the crfwd rushed bac“p drfwning fut the silence fS the 

fnes whf had settled the e,vireAs ’ictfry with their li’es. ;is vefvle 
were therep their Saces bright with a relieS they cfuld nft hide. Bfre 
-fwers shfwered f’er the chariftp and Sfr a svlit secfndp the frange 
vetals turned intf sf,ething else again. 

Blood.
;e clfsed his eyes.
—nd fvened the,.
Glfwers. 
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Kust -fwers Salling har,lessly arfund hi,. —lfng the rfadp the 
la,vs were being lit fne by fnep each -a,e hflding s,all and certain 
against the cf,ing night. qut mri Drishna !e’arayap lff“ing between 
each -ic“er fS lightp saw fnly dar“ness.

qehind hi, sat —nnavurna !e’ip kust eighteen years fldp her hands 
Sflded in her lav with the grace fS a vrincess. mhe was the daughter fS 
the Yakavati “ingp nfw the sy,bfl fS veace sealed thrfugh a cere,fny. 
Three years fS war had narrfwed dfwn tf thisO a yfung wf,an in a 
cfnWuerfrAs chariftp dressed as a bridep riding intf the city that had 
deSeated her Sather.

mhe wfre a s,ile.
zt was nft the wide fr unguarded s,ile fS a havvy girlN it was the 

cf,vfsedp vrecisely calibrated ,as“ fS a wf,an whf had decided tf 
gi’e the wfrld eMactly what it de,andedp and nfthing ,fre. ;er ga4e 
,f’ed acrfss the crfwdp bfwing her head when wf,en threw -fwers. 
mhe wasp by e’ery ,easurep what a new Wueen shfuld be. 7etp the chas, 
between her and the “ing was clear tf any whf dared tf lff“.

;e stffd at the Srfntp lfst inside hi,selS. mhe sat at the bac“p 
uvrightp verSfr,ing her arri’al. They had tra’eled tfgether Sfr days 
since the weddingp but the distance between the, had nft Sadedjthe 
careSul svace between twf vefvle brfught tfgether by a war neither 
had chfsen. 

5ft fnce did they care tf glance at each fther. 
—s the rfad cur’ed tfward the inner cityp —nnavurna !e’i turned 

her head. mhe lff“ed vast the cheering thrfngs and the husband she 
barely “new tfward the line fS sfldiers fn her right. These were ,en 
fS her fwn landp the Yakavati escfrtp whf had sur’i’ed the war fnly tf 
ride thrfugh the city fS their cfnWuerfrs.

8ne fS the, rfde clfser than the rest.
;is vfsture was -awless. Tf the crfwdp he was but a shadfw in the 

escfrt. qut —nnavurna !e’i watched hi, Sfr three heartbeats. zn her 
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ga4e was a lff“ that had nf vlace in a ’ictfry vrfcessifn. zt was nft the 
way a Wueen lff“ed at a sfldierp but the lff“ fS a wf,an re,inding 
hi, fS an fath already swfrn.

The sfldierAs eyes ,f’ed by kust a Sractifn. ;e did nft turn his 
head fr change his eMvressifnN he did nft e’en brea“ his stridep yet 
he nfdded fncep a ,f’e,ent sf s,all that it escaved the eyes fS 
hundreds. 

—nnavurna !e’i Saced Sfrward again. ;er cfurtly s,ile returned 
as the charift carried the, deever intf the city. The last fS the e’ening 
light had Sadedp revlaced by la,vs that burned steady against the cf,x
ing dar“.

9hile the city celebrated the ’ictfryp mri Drishna !e’araya rex
,ained the ,fnu,ent fS unyielding bfne. The s,all  eMchange 
slivved his fbser’atifnp Sfr he was tff lfst in the canyfns fS a ,ind 
layered with ha4y -ashes. 

The valace fS Iikayanagara did nft whisver its wealthN it declared 
it. Yfld cfated the villars and lined the dffr Sra,esp glfwing in the 
filxlight that Sell acrfss -ffrs fS stfne sf vflished they held the rex
-ectifns fS the wfrld abf’e li“e still water. The cfrridfrs were widep 
the car’ings fn the walls deev and detailedjgfdsp battlesp and ani,als 
caught ,idx,f’e,ent. zn the -ic“ering war,th fS the -a,beauMp 
thfse ogures see,ed tf breathe.

E’erything in this valace had been built tf say fne thingO
We are unrivaled.
!raved in ,adderxred and gfld sil“ that -fwed with her e’ery stevp 

—nnavurna !e’i ,f’ed tfward the wedding cha,ber with rffted 
vfise. Yfld frna,ents anchfred the intricate cfils fS her hairp the cfld 
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weight fS the ,etal fFering a steadying vressure against her scalv. The 
hea’y ti,ber fS the dffrs lff,ed ahead but she did nft slfwp her Sace 
held a chiseled cal,ness.

milence lingered in the cfrridfrp brf“en fnly by the rhyth,ic 
chi,e fS her an“lets. The valace had retreated Sfr the wedding nightp 
with ser’ants redirected and guards revfsitifned. zt was the vri’acy 
arranged by thfse whf understffd that sf,e rituals reWuired svace. 

— sfldier Srf, her Yakavati escfrt stffd guard at the wedding 
cha,ber dffrp his vresence bfth Sa,iliar and eMvected. Tf anyfne 
vassing thrfughp he was as unre,ar“able as the stfne villars.

—s —nnavurna !e’i drew nearp he re,ained a statueN he did nft 
bfwp nfr svea“p nfr ,f’e a single ,uscle fS his Sra,e. 8nly his eyes 
shiStedp ,eeting hers Sfr the brieSest fS the ,f,ents.

That was all.
zt indicated sf,ethingN Sfr a glint -ashed in her eyesp twf warring 

truths vressing against each fther.
matisSactifnp cfld and sharv.
—nd beneath itp a tightness in her chest. zt was a tensifn that li’ed 

in the blffdp nft the ,indjthe ’isceral “nfwledge that what ca,e 
neMt cfuld ne’er be undfne.

mhe tff“ a silent breath and ,f’ed vast hi,p vushing fven the 
dffr. The wedding cha,ber was thic“ with the scent fS kas,ineN it 
hung in hea’y garlands Srf, e’ery wall. — ,fsaic fS vetals was swevt 
acrfss the -ffr in alluring vatternsp the wfr“ fS hands that had svent 
hfurs hfnfring what this night signioed.

The union of two kingdoms, two bodies, two souls.
Barigflds were viled in brass bfwlsp lining the rff, li“e s,aller 

suns. The scent hit her instantlyjsweetp hea’yp and cf,vletely indiSx
Serent tf the burden she carried within. — lfw table was arranged with 
Sruits and sweets fn sil’er vlatesp catching the ,ffnlight that svilled 
Srf, the fven windfws.  
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—nd thenp there was the bed. 
Majestic.
qeneath the red blan“et lay a bfdy turned away Srf, herp the 

rhyth,ic rise and Sall fS an eMhausted Sra,e that had onally surx
rendered tf sleev. —nnavurna !e’i stffd at the threshfldp her ga4e 
cf,ing tf a halt at that ogure. 

Three years.
Three years fS her SatherAs lfsing battles. Three years fS her brfthx

erAs Sailing strategies and the sha,e that had Sfllfwed hi, tf death. 
Three years fS “nfwing vefvle whf were nfw nfthing ,fre than 
na,es. Three years fS blffdp vain and sacrioce that had ended nft in 
’ictfryp but with her hand vlaced in mri Drishna !e’araya As hand.

The ,an whf was resvfnsible Sfr it all”
;er heart was olled with a cfld re,frse. mhe swevt a glance arfund 

the cha,ber and as vredictedp the rff, was a sanctuary fS sfSt edges. 
There was nfthing herep nf blade fr hea’y frna,entp that cfuld ser’e 
her vurvfse. That was why they had been Sfrced tf bring their fwn.

—t the Sar end fS the wallp hidden behind a villar tf her rightp sat a 
bundle wravved in dar“ clfth. zt was a kagged intruder in this verSect 
rff,p brfught by her escfrt and s,uggled in a,fng the ,ar’elfus 
giSts Srf, her “ingdf,.

mhe crfssed the rff,p crfuchedp and vulled the clfth away. The 
stfne was enfr,fus. Yreyp rfughp and hea’y. mhe caressed its edgesp 
and cfnor,ed its weight beSfre standing uv.

mhe bent her “nees and grivved it. mhe liSted it slfwly at orstp 
onding its centerp adkusting her hfld as she raised it higher. —bf’e her 
waist. —bf’e her chest. Ginallyp abf’e her head as her ar,s shff“ with 
the eFfrtp the tendfns in her nec“ vulled taut.

mhe lff“ed at the shave in bed fne last ti,e. E’erything rfse in her 
at fnep e’ery na,e and e’ery day fS the last three years. zt surged Srf, 
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sf,ewhere belfw wfrdsp belfw thfughtsp beyfnd anything that cfuld 
be ,anagedp cfntrflled and s,iled away.

There was a Srantic struggle beneath the blan“ets when the stfne 
struc“p a ,u2ed sfund that was Wuic“ly cut shfrt. 7etp as the liSe fn the 
bed ebbedp —nnavurna !e’i Selt a hfllfw lightnessp as iS a threexyear 
burden was lea’ing her bfnes in fne ’iflent ,ftifn.

Then ca,e the silence.
zt was a deaSening fne that see,ed tf vress against the walls fS her 

chest. zt wasnRt until the air in the rff, Selt tff thic“ tf breathe that 
she reali4ed she was vanting and her lungs were burning with a ’ictfry 
that suddenly Selt cfld. mhe tff“ slfw stevs tfward the bedp and with a 
tre,bling handp she -ung the blan“et bac“. — cascade fS kas,ine vetals 
-fwed with the sil“. ;er eyes Sell uvfn the Sace and the air leSt her in 
a shuddering gasv.

zt was nft mri Drishna !e’araya. zt was nft her husband.
zt was the sfldier Srf, her escfrtp the ,an whf had led the escfrt 

in the e’eningp his handsp ,futhp and legs bfund tight. The stfne had 
crushed his s“ull. ;er blffd ran cfld as the harsh reality fS the trav 
onally clic“ed intf vlace. The blffd began tf ff4e Srf, the bedp a deev 
cri,sfn tide that struc“ the -ffr with a steady tap-tap-tap. 

—nnavurna !e’i stffd Srf4en. mhe had built the trav Sfr the “ingp 
but it was she whf was caught within its teeth. 

qehind herp wffd ,f’ed against wffd.
mhe turned arfund and her ga4e set intf the wall between twf vilx

larsp a sectifn fS car’ed ti,ber swung inward. zt was otted sf vrecisely 
intf the wallAs vattern thatp a,idst the decfratifns fS the cha,berp she 
had nft seen the sea, at all. 

Twf ,en stevved thrfugh the hidden threshfld. 
The orst was an flder ,an fS verhavs siMty. mtrivved fS e’erything 

unnecessary by decades fS relentless thfughtp his lean Sra,e bfre fnly 
vlain clfthes and nf kewelry. The true weight fS hi, lay in his eyesN 
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they lff“ed as thfugh they had already li’ed this ,f,entp hflding the 
diPcult grace fS a ,an whf Selt nf satisSactifn in being right.

—vvakiO the DingAs ,inister.
The secfnd ,an was the Ding.
mri Drishna !e’araya lff“ed at her acrfss the wrec“age fS -fwers 

and scattered vetals. The gfld e,brfidery fS his rfbes caught her eyes. 
;e was still wearing eMactly what he had wfrn thrfughfut the day. zt 
was the bitter reali4atifn while she was being adfrned Sfr hi,p he had 
already been o’e stevs aheadp arranging the trav. 

The dffr fvened behind her. They ca,e in fn their “neesp the 
Sfur fS her Yakavati escfrtsp hands bfundp dri’en by Iikayanagara 
sfldiers. ;er sfldiers lff“ed at herp but there was nf accusatifn fr 
desverate vleading in their eyes. The Iikayanagara sfldiers ,f’ed and 
within Sfur swiSt stri“esp her escfrt lay dead uvfn the -ffr. !rfvlets 
Sell fn —nnavurna !e’i as she watched e’ery fne fS the, ta“e their 
last breath. 5fthing in her ,f’ed eMcevt Sfr sf,ething deev behind 
her eyesja Sury sf cf,vressed and sf fld that it had lfng agf stfvved 
needing her Sace tf carry it.

There was nft fne grain fS guilt.
There was fnly the burning rage fS a ,aster,ind futs,artedp 

standing a,idst the wrec“age fS her fwn ruin. 
—vvaki stevved Sfrward. 9hen —nnavurna !e’i ,et his eyesp hers 

burned with a lethal Sury. ;isp hfwe’erp re,ained a blan“ wall fS cal,.
—nnavurna !e’i lff“ed at the swfrdp hung at her husbandAs waist. 

;er ,ind calculated the distance in a heartbeat and beSfre any fS the, 
cfuld vrfcessp her ongers were already fn the hilt fS the swfrd.  

The blade ca,e Sree with a sharvp ,etallic ring that sliced the 
silence. 

mhe turned the weavfnp but the DingAs right hand instantly 
cla,ved arfund her wrist while his leSt sei4ed the bare steel. 9renching 
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the weavfn Srf, her bfdyp he held it susvended between the,p his 
crushing griv lfc“ing the, bfth in a breathless deadlfc“. 

mhe threw the entire weight fS her brf“en sful intf the bladep and 
he held it bac“ with the crushing ,akesty fS his crfwn but neither 
,f’ed. 

mhe lff“ed uv at hi,.
E’ery ,as“ she had ,aintained all e’ening lay shatteredp lea’ing 

behind an unguarded truth ai,ed directly at his heart. The trav was 
“nfwn beSfre she e’er set Sfft in the rff,p her sfldiers lying dead 
behind her? it was all therep screa,ing Srf, her eyes.

zt hit hi, sf,ewhere it was nft suvvfsed tf reach.
Gfr the orst ti,ep the cal,ness in his Sace Saltered. ;e held her ga4e 

which was the silent cfllisifn fS wills. Thenp with a deliberate strengthp 
he tff“ the swfrd Srf, her hands and eyed his sfldier. 

Twf sfldiers ca,e Sfr her Wuic“lyp careSul nft tf eMert tff ,uch 
Sfrce. —nnavurna !e’i let the,p nft because she was onishedp the rigid 
line fS her svine said clearly that she was nft. qut the oght was f’er Sfr 
nfwp Sfr tfnight. 

The blffd had been svilledp the trav had been svrungp and the 
silence grew tff hea’y tf breathe. 

—t the dffrp she turned tf ha’e fne last lff“. The ’engeance was 
still therep but there was sf,ething else tff. zt was the hu,iliatifn 
fS lfsing in Srfnt fS the ’ery ,an she was lfsing tf. zt Sfund hi,. zn 
that ,f,entp the cf,vfsure behind his eyes Sractured. Then the dffr 
clfsedp and she was gfne.

—vvaki lff“ed at the Ding fnce. ;e had warned the Ding beSfrex
handp and the rest had si,vly unSflded as he had vredicted. 9ithfut 
a wfrdp he disavveared thrfugh the vartitifnp lea’ing the Ding tf the 
silence fS the rff,.

The ,ffnlight svrawled acrfss the vetals fn the -ffrp ,a“ing the 
blffd lff“ li“e svilled in“. The -fwers were e’erywherep olling the 
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cha,ber with the clfyingp sic“ly s,ell fS a celebratifn that had ne’er 
been real.

mri Drishna !e’araya stffd stillp his hand whitex“nuc“led arfund 
the hilt fS his swfrd. —Ster a lfng ,f,entp he set it dfwn. ;e wal“ed 
tf the center fS the rff, and stffd there. E’ery single e’ent fS this 
dayp and the three years that had led tf itp hit hi, at fnce. The nfises 
that had di,,ed in the bac“ fS his ,ind grew lfudp and then lfuder. 
The -ashes fS battlep the blffd svilledp the dying Saces fS his sfldiersp 
and her eyes? they all -ffded bac“.

;e sat fn the edge fS the ruined bed. —s the night deevenedp sf did 
the weight fS e’erything still waiting tf arri’e.

— verifd fS al,fst thirty days is a lfng ti,e Sfr a valace tf hfld its 
breath.

mince that nightp the cfrridfrs fS the valace had olled with a weight 
that ,ade the ser’ants ,f’e li“e shadfwsp aSraid tf svea“. —t orstp they 
waited Sfr the Ding tf e,erge with an frder fr a cry. They waited Sfr 
the anger tf brea“. qut as days bled tfgether and the Ding re,ained a 
statue in the center fS his cha,berp the silence turned intf a creeving 
vanic. The e,vire was ,f’ingp but its heart had stfvved beating. 

The vhysicians were called in orst. Three fS the best in the e,virep 
whf had svent their entire li’es learning the ,avs fS the -esh and 
where the bfdy hid its secrets. They eMa,ined hi, with vracticed 
hands. They lff“ed Sfr a Se’er that wasnRt there and a wfund they 
cfuldnRt see. qitter herbs were grfund intf one vaste. 9ar,ing fils 
were rubbed intf his s“in tf stir the blffd. He’itali4ing Sffds were 
chfsen and vlaced beSfre hi, fn sil’er vlatters.
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The Ding tff“ e’erything they ga’e hi,. ;e was a ghfst fS a ,anp 
cf,vliant and hfllfw. ;e swallfwed the teas withfut tasting the, 
and stared at the walls while they wfr“ed.

qut nfthing ,f’ed. 
The herbs did nft bring bac“ his ’fice. The fils did nft sffthe 

the stiFness in his hands. ;e re,ained susvended in that rff, as a 
cfnWuerfr whf had wfn e’ery warp yet cfuld nft ond his way fut fS 
the battle in his ,ind. 8utsidep the wfrld cfntinued tf turnp but inside 
the valacep the air re,ained thinp waiting Sfr the Ding tf eMhale.

The vriests ca,e neMt. They were senifr ,en Srf, the ,ain te,x
vlep carrying the authfrity fS thfse whf svent their li’es negftiating 
between the hu,an and the di’ine. Gfr entire nightsp ores burned in 
the valace cfurtyardp accf,vanied by chants that olled e’ery cfrridfr 
with s,f“e and sfund.

The Ding sat thrfugh all fS it. ;e watched the -a,es as iS they 
were a distant light fn a Sar shfre. 

The wfr“ fS the thrfne shiSted intf rff,s the Ding nf lfnger 
entered. The -fw fS grainp the strengthening fS the Sfrtsp and the 
cfllectifn fS gfldjthe hea’yp daily needs fS the land were handled 
by ,en whf “new that a “ingdf, cfuld nft stfv Sfr a ,anAs grieS. 
They sent the Ding scrflls fS the dayAs decisifnsp vlacing the, where 
he cfuld reach the,. mf,e were fvened by hi,p but ,fst were nft. 
They stayed where they were leStp slfwly being cf’ered by the dust fS 
the rff,.

zn the Sfurth wee“p —vvaki lff“ed at his cfuncil and vut the situx
atifn in the fnly language it had leSt. JBedicine has nft reached hi,. 
Jrayer has nft reached hi,. 9e ha’e used e’erything we “nfw.V ;e 
vausedp lff“ing at the tired Saces fS the ad’isfrs. JThe dandora.V

They were at the vfint where nf fne cfuld argue. Iikayanagara 
needed its Dingp and they had tf bring hi, bac“.
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The annfunce,ent stirred the “ingdf,. The dru,s carried the 
,essageO anyfne whf cfuld cure the Ding wfuld recei’e whate’er 
reward they na,ed. Jefvle ca,ep dri’en by greedp by hfvep fr by a 
genuine Sear Sfr the thrfne. 

— wf,an arri’ed with a clay karp carrying her grand,ftherAs recive 
fS rffts and herbs. —n astrflfger ca,e neMtp laying fut ge,stfnes and 
charts tf read the ,f’e,ent fS the stars. There was e’en a ,an whf 
brfught nfthing at allp sitting by the gates Sfr twf days tf fFer his 
silent vresence as a cure.

—vvaki re’iewed each fS the, hi,selS. ;e was nft un“indp but 
he was hfnest. ;e lff“ed intf their eyes Sfr a svar“ fS sf,ething the 
vhysicians and vriests had ,issed. 5fne fS the, were brfught tf the 
Ding.

8n the twentyxeighth dayp a ,an arri’ed at the futer gate in the 
,iddle fS the aSternffn. ;e was alfne and e,vtyxhanded. ;e was fS 
,ediu, heightp verhavs thirtyxo’e years fldp and his clfthes were clean 
but frdinary. ;is sandals were thinp wfrn dfwn by a lfng and dusty 
rfad. 

The gate guard saw hi, as nfthing but anfther tra’eler lff“ing 
Sfr a Sfrtune.

J5a,e and vurvfse.V
The ,an was Wuiet Sfr a ,f,ent. ;e wasnAt hiding anythingN he 

kust see,ed uncf,Sfrtable with the need tf annfunce hi,selS. Jz a, 
Srf, DuchivudipV he said. JGrf, the ban“s fS the Drishna Hi’er. z a, 
a dancer. z heard the dandora.V

J—ndKV
Jz wfuld li“e tf see the DingpV the dancer said. Jz belie’e z can helv 

hi,.V
The guard waited. J9ith whatKV
J— stfrypV the dancer revlied.
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—vvaki heard fS this ,an diFerently. ;e cfuldnRt eMvlain whyp but 
there was sf,ething in the detail fS a ,an whf arri’ed with nfthing 
and fFered fnly wfrds. ;e sat with the thfught Sfr a ,f,ent beSfre 
sayingp Jqring hi, tf ,e.V ;e svf“e with the dancer Sfr halS an hfur. 
—Sterwardp he sat alfne. Then he went tf ond the Ding.

mri Drishna !e’araya was by the windfw in his vri’ate cha,ber. 
The aSternffn sun hit hi, at a lfw anglep re’ealing hfw ,uch thinner 
he had becf,e. ;e had ne’er been the ,an fS ,any wfrdsp but f’er 
the vast twentyxeight daysp he had hardly svf“en. 

—vvaki stffd at a resvectSul distance. JBaharaka. There is a ,an 
Srf, a ’illage called Duchivudi. — dancer. ;e ca,e Sfr the dandora.V 
;e vaused. J;e says he can cure yfu with a stfry.V

mf,ething ,f’ed in the DingAs Sace. zt was an in’fluntary twitch 
at the cfrner fS his ,futh.

—l,fst ,ista“en as an a,used s,ile.
;e was encfuntering sf,ething sf uneMvected that his Sace rex

svfnded beSfre his ,ind cfuld stfv it. 9hat thirty days fS ,edicine 
cfuld nft reachp what vriests and ores cfuld nft tfuchp this dancer had 
stirred with a single sentence”

zt Saded as Wuic“ly as it ca,ep but —vvaki had seen it.
JThis e’eningpV the Ding said. JThe cfuncil rff,.V
qy e’eningp the cfuncil rff, held nine vefvle. me’en ,inisters 

stffd alfng the wallsp watching fne ,fre idea arri’e. —vvaki stffd by 
the dffr. —nd at the Sar end fS the rff,p in the high chairp sat mri 
Drishna !e’araya.

mri Drishna !e’araya had ,ade an eFfrt tf be vresent tfday. ;is 
clfthes were changed and he sat uvrightp kust hfw a Ding shfuld be 
while recei’ing a guest” The dancer was brfught in. 9hen he wal“ed 
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inp he lff“ed at the ,inistersp at —vvakip and onally at the Ding and 
bfwed.

The Ding lff“ed at hi,jthis frdinary ,an with e,vty hands 
and rfadxdust still fn his sandals.

JThey tfld ,e yfu ha’e a stfrypV the Ding said.
Jz dfp Baharaka.V
J9hat “indKV
J— true fne.V
The DingAs eyes ,f’ed acrfss the dancerAs Sacep reading hi, with 

the s“ill fS a ,an whf had svent years learning what vefvle hide.
JTrue stfries are rarely interestingpV the Ding said.
JThis fnepV the dancerAs ’fice was cal,p Jis abfut a “ing whf wfn 

e’ery war and lfst hi,selS in the winning. — ,an whf ga’e his vefvle 
sf,ething vrecifus and had tf ta“e it bac“ with his fwn hands. — ,an 
whf watched thfse he lf’ed die Sfr his chficesp and “evt li’ing aSter.V

The rff, went deathly still.
Jqut beSfre we get tf that “ingpV the dancer saidp Jwe ,ust start 

with a stfne.V
The wfrd landed li“e a vebble drfvved intf deevp still water.
A stone.
The ,inisters glanced at fne anfther. —vvakiAs eyes stayed fn the 

dancer. —nd the Dingp whf had nft leaned tfward anything in thirty 
daysp waited.

J— stfnepV the Ding reveated.
The dancer s,iled. JGfr thisp we ha’e tf gf bac“.V
J;fw SarKV the Ding as“ed.
JGar enfughpV the dancer saidp Jthat the wfrld yfu “nfw had nft 

yet eMisted.V
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